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its army and power. It crashed as a result of the battle of
Rakkasa Tangadagi, otherwise known as the battle of
Talikote in 1556, But the torch of Vijayanagara was
kept burning by the descendants of the Aravidu line for
about a century.
The history of Karnataka since then is a history of
the spoliation of Karnataka by alien powers, struggling
for supremacy and eager to extend their dominions.
Although the Bamini kingdom was weakened by being
split up into five dynasties, unity of religion strengthened
it and brought about the downfall of Vijayanagara. The
Adilsahi kings of Bijapur grew more powerful than their
allies and held all the Kannada territory, north of the
Tusgabhadra. The descendants of the Vijayanagara line
and the other smaller states tried at times to recover lost
power but without lasting results. In the south, the
Odeyars of Mysore must be credited with a sustained
attempt to re-establish Karnataka rulership, though their
kingdom could not spread far beyond southern Karnataka.
Hyder and Tipu also dominated it for a long time. With
the advent of Sivaji, dawned the influence of the Maratha
element in Karnataka; but it must be said to the credit of
Cikadevaraja of Mysore that he repulsed Sivaji's forces
successfully and saved Mysore from falling into his hands.
But after about a century's strife with the Mohammedan
forces in the field, the Peswas succeeded in subjugating
practically the whole of North Karnataka towards the close
of 1800 A.D. The process'of the dismemberment of Karna-
taka went on apace with the appearance on the scene of the
Portuguese, the British and the French. It Is needless to
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